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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 
WELCOME & OUR MISSION/VALUE STATEMENTS  
 

The Church of St. Paul in the Desert: 
     God has invited the Church of St. Paul in the Desert to share the abundant love of  
     Jesus Christ in a caring and diverse community that gathers to worship and give  
     thanks, support and inspire its members, and serve our neighbors.  
 

• We are a sacramental, welcoming, empowering, and supportive community.  

• We respect the dignity of every human being. 

• We seek to be a spiritual oasis in the desert. 

• Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, you are welcome. 
 

The Diocese: 
     The Episcopal Diocese of San Diego is a missionary community that dares to follow  
     Jesus Christ in his life of courageous love for the world. 
 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN 372  “Praise to the living God” Leoni/Yigdal 

 

 

 
 

VOLUNTARY “Meditation on ‘Leoni’ ”  Ryan Patten 



3 

 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE S 278 Glory to God   Gloria in excelsis William Matthias 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, 
that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
 

Reader   A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy. 
 

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is 
opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all 
Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western 
Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far 
as Zoar. The Lord said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your 
eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there 
in the land of Moab, at the Lord’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of 
Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one 
hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not 
abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period 
of mourning for Moses was ended. 
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Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on 
him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded Moses. 
 

Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face. 
He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in the land 
of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for all the mighty 
deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 
 

Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALTER Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 Domine, refugium 
 

Reader  Please join in praying Psalm 90 responsively by half-verse.  
 

1 Lord, you have been our refuge * 
from one generation to another. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, * 
from age to age you are God. 

3 You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
“Go back, O child of earth.” 

4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 
and like a watch in the night. 

5 You sweep us away like a dream; * 
we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 
in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

13 Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? * 
be gracious to your servants. 

14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * 
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * 
and the years in which we suffered adversity. 

16 Show your servants your works * 
and your splendor to their children. 

17 May the graciousness of the LORD our God be upon us; * 
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork. 

 

THE SECOND LESSON 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
 

Reader   A Reading from St. Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians. 
 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but 
though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you 
know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great 
opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 
but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the 
gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 
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As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a 
pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from 
others, though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle 
among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for 
you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our 
own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 
 

Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand if able and face the Gospel as it arrives in the midst of the gathered. 
 

THE SEQUENCE HYMN 551  “Rise up, ye saints of God” Festal Song 
 

Verses 1 - 2 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 22:34-46 
 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the 
greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What 
do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 
He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, “The 
Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet’”? 
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If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him 
an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SEQUENCE HYMN – Verse 3 
 
THE SERMON The Rev. Canon Beth Scriven  
 

A time of reflection and silence follows the sermon. 

 
Please stand if able. 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father; 
    through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
        and became truly human. 
        For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
    who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 



8 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Celebrant Let us pray to God the source of all being, through the eternal Word, in the  
power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Leader and People pray responsively.  
 

Holy One, teach us to care for those we do not know as much as we care for those who 
are close to us. We pray that we, the Church, would rise up in this time to be Your Love 
in this world in every nation. God of Love, graciously hear us. 
 

Holy One, teach us to protect those who are threatened, those who are lonely, sick, 
hungry, persecuted, or ignored, that they will find comfort and be sustained by Your 
Good News. God of Love, graciously hear us. 
 

Holy One, teach us to welcome those who are rejected, and to spread compassion to 
those who are far away, grant salvation to all in danger, all who are far from home, 
prisoners, exiles, and victims of oppression. God of Love, graciously hear us. 
 

Holy One, teach us to make space for those who are voiceless, to work for justice, to 
defend those who are oppressed and abused, to find new and just ways of righting 
wrongs, of struggling against exploitation, greed, or lack of concern: that we may find 
joy together. God of Love, graciously hear us. 
 

Holy One, teach us to forgive those who are burdened by guilt, that we too may be 
absolved of our sins and offenses. God of Love, graciously hear us. 
 

Holy One, teach us to heal those who are broken and sick, and we pray especially for 
those who we name out loud or in our hearts… (pause for prayers)… that they may 
know your healing power and presence. God of Love, graciously hear us. 
 

And we pray for those who have died, remembering especially… (pause for prayers)… 
that they may rejoice and be glad in fellowship with the Risen Christ. God of Love, 
graciously hear us. 
 

Holy One, teach us to cultivate hearts of gratitude that do not shy away from naming all 
the good things you have done, the ways you have provided, and the gifts you have 
bestowed on us, on our loved ones, and in the world. We name out loud or in our heart 
those things we thank You for… (pause for prayers) … and we pray you give us courage 
to share of Your Good News to those around us. God of Love, graciously hear us. 
 

Holy One, teach us to take the time to recognize our connectedness, that we are called to 
really get to know one another and to love as you have loved us, that we may be 
generous in sharing the good things you provide. God of Love, graciously hear us. 
 

Celebrant Now to God who is able to do immeasurably more than all we can ask or  
conceive, by the power which is at work among us, be glory in the Church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all ages. Amen.  

 
THE CONFESSION 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
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Celebrant and People  
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

THE ABSOLUTION 
 

This is the formal act of pronouncing God’s forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ, reflecting the 
ministry of reconciliation committed by Christ to the church. 

 
THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

You are invited to offer a sign of peace to those around you. 

 
BLESSINGS AND GRATITUDE  
 
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine and money or other 
gifts to the Table. 

 

Text "STPAULSPS" to 73256 to give using your mobile device. 
Standard text message and data rates may apply 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM  “If tongues of men and angels sing” Mark Schweizer 

The St. Paul Choir 
 

If tongues of men and angels sing, and joined with them, my praise I bring, 
Yet no love lives within the thing, my clamor is forsaken. 

And when all prophesies have flown, And mountains moved by faith alone, 
And if I know what can be known, Forsaking love, I'm shaken. 

 

For love is patient, love is kind, Not envious, or self inclined, 
Insisting on its way to find,  But wends the path rejoicing. 

Love bears all things, believes all things, To hope it ever after clings, 
Enduring all, love's spirit sings, Its expectation voicing. 

 

Let prophesies and knowledge case, And unknown tongues, their joy release, 
We only know in part the peace That now we are pretending. 

For faith and hope and love abide, These all within our hearts reside, 
Yet of these three, love opens wide The path of joy unending. 
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Please stand if able, while the offerings are presented. 
 

THE PRESENTATION Doxology Old 100th 

 

 
 

Celebrant    All things come of you, O Lord. 
People And of your own have we given you. 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  EOW Eucharistic Prayer I 
  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant proceeds. 
 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and 
fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with 
your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. 
Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. Therefore, joining 
with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices 
with all creation as we sing: 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

SANCTUS S 128 Holy, holy, holy Lord William Mathias 
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues. 
 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our 
care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we 
failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, 
and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of 
salvation for all people. 
 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us 
from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your 
promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made 
mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed 
your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening 
the way of freedom and life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is 
my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was 
ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues. 
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy 
Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of 
your daughters and sons, that with Saint Paul the Hermit and all your saints, past, 
present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

And now, in the language of our hearts,  
as our Savior Christ has taught us,  
we are bold to pray,  

Y ahora, en el idioma de nuestro corazón, 
como nuestro Salvador Cristo nos ha 
enseñado, nos atrevemos a decir, 

 

People and Celebrant  
 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 

El Pueblo y El Celebrant 
 

Padre nuestro, que estás en el cielo, 
    santificado sea tu Nombre, 
    venga tu reino, 
    hágase tu voluntad, 
        en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas,  
    como también nosotros  
        perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.  
Y no nos dejes caer en tentación 
    y líbranos del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino,  
    tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,  
    ahora y por siempre. Amen.  

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

 
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 
THE INVITATION & THE COMMUNION 
 

Ushers will direct you. 
 

NAVIGATING COMMUNION  
 

All are welcome. Please allow the ushers to direct you toward the Table.  
Your options for Communion: 

• Bread and the Common Cup. Receive the Host from the priest and go to the chalice bearer who 
will guide the Cup to your lips. 

• Bread and Intinction. If you wish the bread dipped in wine, put forward one hand with your 
palm facing up and one hand in the air. The priest will intinct the Host and hand it to you. 

• Bread without wine. Place your two hands together, one on top of the other. Know that bread 
alone is full and complete Communion. 

• Blessing instead of Communion. Approach the priest with your arms crossed over your chest. 
 

     Gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic wine are          If mobility issues prohibit you from walking up 
      available; let the priest know your preference                  to the altar, please alert an usher and 
                         and they will assist you.                                        Communion will be brought to you. 

 

Let nothing hinder you from eating from this Table. 
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If you are watching the service at home and unable to be physically present for in-person worship, you are welcome 
to pray this prayer for spiritual communion from The Prayer Book for the Armed Services: 

 
 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I 

proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the 
Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I invite you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen 

me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you.  
May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 
THE COMMUNION HYMN 302 “Father, we thank thee” Rendez à Dieu 
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The Celebrant blesses any Lay Eucharistic Ministers visiting homebound parishioners. 

 
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of 
salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have 
made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to 
the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

This is a sacerdotal pronouncement of God’s love and favor, used by a bishop or priest. 

 
THE CLOSING HYMN 680 “O God, our help in ages past” St. Anne 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

Priest  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
You are invited to remain seated and listen to the Postlude, or you can exit through the center aisle door. 
Our transept doors will remain shut until after the Postlude out of respect for the liturgy. Thank you for 
worshipping with us today. 

 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
The Rev. Jessie Thompson, Celebrant, The Rev. Canon Beth Scriven, Preacher 

The Rev. Dan Kline, Priest, The Rev. Dennis j. Parker, Priest 
Charles Peery, Director of Music; The St. Paul Choir 
Steve Moore (WC), Clinton Carbon, Altar Ministers 

Steve Moore, Br. John Westaway, Altar Guild  
Bill LaMarche, Samantha Hirsch, Reader & Intercessor 

George Tamer, Steven Tunnell, Vern Marken, Elizabeth Lester, Ushers 
Jim Lawrence, Chico Valdez, Production Team 

Mark Berry, Daniel Schmidt, Summer Schoch, Helen Nickerson, Welcome Team 
John Raposa, Vestry Welcome 

 

 
 

The Rev. Canon Beth Scriven serves as the Canon to the Ordinary for Leadership 

Development in the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego. She brings a deep love for the Church 

and a passion for forming faithful, courageous leaders. With years of experience in parish 

ministry and diocesan collaboration, she has a love for walking alongside clergy and lay 

leaders as they discern their call and strengthen their ministries. Her work focuses on 

nurturing healthy congregations, supporting vocational discernment, and equipping 

leaders across our diocese to live more fully into God’s mission. 

POSTLUDE "Little Prelude and Fugue in C major" J. S . Bach 
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CLERGY 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Susan Brown Snook, Bishop 

 

The Rev. Jessie Thompson, Rector 
revjessie@stpauldesert.church 

 

The Rev. Dan Kline, Rector 
revdan@stpauldesert.church 

 

The Rev. Dennis j. Parker, Snowbird Chaplain 
chaplain@stpauldesert.church 

 

STAFF 
Charles Peery, Director of Music 
musicdirector@stpauldesert.church 

 

Nancy Leal, Parish Administrator 
parishadmin@stpauldesert.church 

 

Megan Goehring, Director of Parish Life & Engagement 
parishlife@stpauldesert.church 

 

Samantha Hirsch, Diaconal Intern 
intern@stpauldesert.church 

 

Roberto Carrillo, Sexton 
 

VESTRY 2026 
John Raposa, Senior Warden; Brooke Wolford, Junior Warden;  

George Holliday, Treasurer; Jack McLean, Clerk;  

Alex Cherkas; Nick Falconio; John Hampson; Steve Klinkerman;  

Dusty Porter; Rick Nauman; Pete Smith; Marian Stinson+  
 

 
 

Text "STPAULSPS" to 73256 to give using your mobile device. 
Standard text message and data rates may apply.  

 
 

 


